[The diagnosis of multiple myeloma].
The diagnosis of multiple myeloma (MM) is often made in an advanced phase when using the established criteria. Derived from the modern diagnostic procedures used in malignant lymphomas, an alternative diagnostic strategy in MM is proposed. The prognostic value of a histologic classification of MM has been demonstrated, based on bone marrow biopsies of 577 myeloma patients. Furthermore, the infiltration volume in the biopsy proved to be an important prognostic parameter and complements the used clinical staging system. The different possibilities of a reliable follow-up of myeloma patients are shown.